
MASTER OF FINE ART 
Research by Project Proposal 

International Applicants 
INFORMATION  

 
The aim of the Research Proposal is to indicate that: 
 

 there is a need for the research; it is significant and important; 
 the topic will contribute to something original in the field; 
 the topic is feasible in terms of availability of equipment, funding, 

supervisors and data; 
 the research can be completed in the expected time period; 
 the topic matches your interests and capabilities. 

 
 
How to Complete the MFA Research by Project Proposal 
 
Personal Information 
Please ensure that your personal information is correct. 
 
Statement of Topic 
Introduce the reader to the recognised general subject area and how your topic is 
related. Briefly outline why it is a significant topic and what contribution your work 
will make. 
 
Aims of the Research Proposal 
Set out specific objectives of the research. 
 
Methodology 
Describe your proposed methods in sufficient detail so that the reader is clear 
about the following: 
 

 What kind of information will you be using? 
 From what sources will the information be obtained? 
 What resources will you require? 
 What methodology will you be using? 
 Why have you selected this approach? 
 What safety and ethical issues have you identified and how do you propose 

to proceed? 
 
Outcomes 
Describe the anticipated outcomes in terms of the estimated size, type, quantity, 
medium and format, etc, of the intended creative works. 
 
Bibliography 
List all publications and works cited in your proposal as well as the relevant texts 
that have influenced your ideas and that you expect to inform your research 
project. 



 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Educational qualifications 
To be eligible for entry to the Master of Fine Art program, candidates must have: 
 

• completed all the requirements of a Bachelor of Fine Art degree with 
Honours (first or second class Honours Division One), or equivalent from 
another institution; and 

• completed a major and Honours year in the particular area of study intended 
for the Masters program, including any prerequisite subjects; and 

• Maintained a credit average in their undergraduate studies with Distinction 
in the studio major and, a Distinction or better in Honours year or have 
achieved comparable grades from another institution; 

 
In exceptional cases a candidate who submits evidence of such other academic 
and professional qualifications as may be approved by the Postgraduate 
Admissions Committee may be permitted to enrol in the program. 
 

 
Application procedure 
Candidates apply for admission to the National Art School Master of Fine Art in two 
stages: 
 
Stage I 
 
Applicants must submit: 

• An application form 
• Certified copies of academic transcripts 
• A comprehensive 500 word MFA Research Project Proposal 
• Supporting evidence of 12 examples of current works in the form of visual 

material (slides, video, CD etc) 
• A curriculum vitae of achievements in the field of art practice, including 

research and publications 
• The names and contact details of two academic referees who support the 

candidate’s application. 
 
Successful candidates selected in Stage I attend an interview with the 
Postgraduate Admissions Committee. Where applicants are unable to attend a 
phone interview can be arranged. 
 
Applications are initially assessed by the Postgraduate Admissions Committee for 
appropriate qualifications. A valid application enables an academic assessment to 
be made on eligibility for admission to candidature and an assessment of the 
resources required to support the proposed research. 
 
An application would be considered invalid if it did not include such items as 
certified copies of full academic transcripts, well developed research proposal, 
details of achievements in the field of art practice.  



 
Stage II 
Successful Stage I applicants are required to attend an interview with the 
Postgraduate Admissions Committee comprising: 

• The Postgraduate Coordinator, or nominee; 
• The Head of Department of the relevant studio discipline, or nominee; 
• A specialist lecturer within the relevant studio discipline.  

 
In the interview candidates will be required to present and discuss: 
 

• Their MFA Research Project Proposal 
• Their portfolio of current work 
• Their goals in undertaking postgraduate academic studies at the National 

Art School 
• Their intentions in relation to art practice 

 
The Postgraduate Admissions Committee assesses the suitability of candidates on 
the basis of: 
 

• The Candidate’s Research Project Proposal 
• The Portfolio of work 
• The interview presentation 
• Academic transcripts 
• Curriculum vitae 
• Academic referee reports 

 
Applicants are notified by mail of the outcome of their application. 
 
 
 
 




